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Martin Luther King was born on 15 January 1929.  His family lived in Atlanta in the south of the United States of America, USA.
In the days when Martin grew up black and white children could not go to school together.
[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:MBPiZXXaICCGjM:http://www.jewcy.com/files/images/king.jpg]Black and white people were treated differently.  Black people couldn’t sit with white people on buses and they had to use different public toilets.  Martin noticed black people had the worst house, schools and jobs.
Martin became a church minister and later he focussed on working for equal rights for all black Americans.  He gave speeches, wrote books and organised protests and marches.  He believed protests should be peaceful.  
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:RtoJBuTIuPYS4M:http://preaprez.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/martin-luther-king-hoboken-january-2008.jpg]Many bad things happened to Martin.  His house was bombed, he was arrested and he was stabbed but he kept on aiming for equality for all people.  
In Washington DC in 1963 he organised a march and 250,000 people came along.  Martin made his most famous speech at the march.  Here is some of it:
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:7KF1Jm50Ee_nHM:http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Martin_Luther_King_Jr_with_medallion_NYWTS.jpg]“I have a dream.  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin but by the content of their character.”
The next year, in 1964 the US government finally made a law that gave equal rights to all Americans.  That same year Martin won a Nobel Peace Prize.  
Some people did not want the changes Martin worked for.  In April 1968 Martin Luther King was shot and died.
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